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Synopsis

When words in verse are paired with the awesomeness of nature, something magical happens!
Beloved former U.S. Poet Laureate J. Patrick Lewis curates an exuberant poetic celebration of the
natural world in this stellar collection of nature poems. From trickling streams to deafening
thrunderstorms to soaring mountains, discover majestic photography perfectly paired with
contemporary (such as Billy Collins), classics (such as Robert Frost), and never-before-published

works.
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Customer Reviews

K-Gr 4A¢a -4 «Compiled by former U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate Lewis, this assortment of
nature-themed verse is, in a word, breathtaking. The selections represent a variety of styles, time
periods, countries of origin, lengths, and themes; all are set against a stunning backdrop of
full-bleed photographs. Offerings are divided into sections such as "In the sky," "In the Sea," and
"On the Move" and run the gamut from whimsical to informative to comical and back again. William
Wordsworth’s "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud," Li Po’s "You Ask Why," and Jack Prelutsky’s "The
Ways of Living Things" provide myriad entry points into exploring and celebrating the natural world.
Photographs, of the superior caliber one might expect from National Geographic, are labeled with a

description of the animal, plant, or location depicted. At book’s end, budding poets (and their



teachers) will find a list of recommended children’s materials on wordplay in poetry, sorted by type
(acrostics, palindromes, haiku, and more). An index, divided by poem, subject, poem first line, and
poet, renders this work exceedingly useful. VERDICT An excellent addition to any poetry

collection.A¢a -4 «Jill Heritage Maza, Montclair Kimberley Academy, Montclair, NJ

"Few books make it clearer why nature inspires so many poets to reach for the pen." -- Starred
Review, Publishers WeeklyA¢a -A“An inherently fascinating and fun read from first page to last,
and colorfully illustrated throughout, the 'National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry...’ is certain to
be an enduringly popular addition to family, school, and community library collections.A¢a —Ae

A¢a -a + Midwest Book ReviewA A "Nature in all of its colorful, vivid, stunning glory is presented
here in full-page, beautifully reproduced color photographs (National GeographicA¢a -a,¢s
specialty, naturally) and spot-on accompanying poemsAg¢a -A|.A A This is a full package; a duet of
wonder. A beautifully produced collection that will easily snag the attention of young

readers.A¢a —-A-A A A¢a -4 - Booklist.

What a great book! Okay, | may be a little biased because | have a poem in it, but then, I loved the
first volume (about animals) and | didn’t have a poem in that one. Whoever thought of pairing photos
from the National Geographic archives with poetry for children is a genius. And then to pick J.
Patrick Lewis to edit it! (He’s the former Children’s Poet Laureate of the United States.) The other
thing | like about the collection is that it has more than 200 poems. Poetry collections for kids
sometimes have only 14 or so poems, but this is a big book and a veritable feast. When | got my
copy | sat down in my reading corner with a happy sigh, ready for a nice long stretch of good stuff.
Plus it has poems in it by some of my favorite poetry people on cool topics like sailing stones and

brinicles (I'm looking at you, Laura Salas!). The only thing left to say is ENJOY!

Absolutely superior pictures inside. Great gift, or coffee table book. Used it in 6th grade for my son’s

project on a book report for alliteration examples.

| thought it was a book of poems for children, but it wasn’t. So, | gave it to my adult granddaughter

who is a biology major in college, and she loves it.

Lovely poems and photos! My children (6 and 4) love this book!



Beauty pics and a great poetry collection.

Such a wonderful book of beautiful photographs and a variety of poems.

Surprised how it is for adults and children.

Love it!
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